31 August 2022

FIARC Meeting Minutes — 27 August 2022

Attendees:
N7NW - Hal Goodell K7CRZ - Jeff Ferguson K7ND - Jim Christiansen
KJ7RVR - Jane Tollett KJ7JCB — Paul Thorpe AC7QN - Chuck Kemmer
N3RDO — Alex Hoffman WIJ7KCK - Ken Rowley KI7CQS — Dave Federighi
WAT7BRI — Robin Carter

The August 27 FIARC meeting was convened at 10:00 am - thanks to all for attending and to Gail Ferguson for
the cookies. Several members made coffee — thank you too.

1. Minutes from the July 23 meeting were unanimously approved.

2. Updates from Hal Goodell, President

- Power lines do run on the bridge (one of two) so if it goes down parts of the island will lose power.

- HAM License Class, see below in Item #6. It is open to people off the island also. Note the class is sponsored
by Mike & Key, and the volunteer examiners are from Renton. Thank you Hal for getting this set up.

- There will be a new pool of questions for the Technician License as the current pool expired 6/22. The
General License questions are good until 6/23, Extra - 6/24.

- And a big welcome to Alex Hoffman, newly moved to FI, Extra license, and previously from Arizona and has
been involved in Search and Rescue(SAR) work. Welcome Alex!

3. Antenna Discussion

- Could we invert a vertical antenna to increase range for all the people down below the antenna? This is from
a discussion led by Chuck during the fair in response to how to increase Repeater range.

- Consensus was that with the repeater at 80’ above ground, inverting won’t make a big difference.

- Hal has rotated the 40meter beam away from the tower (it is on a gate mount which gives it 310-320 deg
rotation) which he feels has helped the repeater reception.

- Moving the 40meter antenna to Gold Mountain is in our best interests long-term which would be better than
its current location at Hal or anybody’s private house. Hal wants to run some tests to determine if it would in
fact be an improvement

- Gold Mountain is a WA DNR site so we would have to install a back-up power option. Whole project remains
in limbo as DNR still has not transferred the lease.

- There was a concern that we would get more traffic on 70cm which is a minus, but in an emergency we need
to trust that we can get non-emergency traffic off the air.

- The water tower continues to be out of the question — nearby property owners are not okay with more
access. However Jeff does know the owners, so perhaps this is still an option.

- In an emergency Nichols Center and the EOC will run on a generator. Hal reminded us that FICRA owns $7000
worth of fuel which is stored in the tanks at ZOG’s.

4. Website

- We approved setting up a website, hopefully under the FICRA website. Jane has contacted Howard Stapleton
the FICRA IT Webmaster, to ask about how to make this happen.

- Alex volunteered to host us (FIARC.net and FIARC.org are available) as backup, could link to FICRA.

’

5. Channel Synchronization
- On 2meters there are few simplex channels due to Repeaters. We have 146.4 — 146.6 available.




- Hal is working on re-allocating channels and will correlate with Channels 1-16 of the ARES 217 list, which is
included in the minutes(Attachment A). This would be a good posting for the future new website. Hopefully.

6. HAM Class this Fall - confirmed and set up!

- There is a concern about unlicensed people using radios. This could be an issue in an emergency, although
the FCC allows brief emergency use. The concern is still noted as there can be a misunderstanding about what
does and does not constitute emergency use. The solution is to continue to educate people about the different
radio systems (see Attachment B — used by Jane at the Fair) and offer license classes to those interested in
expanding communication options.

- The Fall License Class will be October 22-23 at the Nichols Center; Mike & Key will sponsor/teach the class
and administer the exams. We welcome off-island HAMs and future HAMs. Hal will get a notice published in
the Flash; Jane will contact the Block Coordinators. Spread the word! Please have prospective students send
Name, email address, and desired level to Jane at e.jane.tollett@gmail.com.

- Jane will canvass attendees after the class to see who would like a session to help program their future new
radios. CHRP pre-load software can be put onto the website as an option. Several members expressed interest
in helping people program radios. Thank you.

- Additionally, Jane will schedule a GoKit setup and operate class as well as a separate class on VARA. Jeff has
agreed to lead the two classes, which we will schedule for after the HAM license class.

1. Getting more young people involved in HAM radio

- Schools may or may not be interested in starting up a club. Some members know teachers and could
communicate to them that some HAMs are interested in helping.

- The GoKit would make a great demo at the school.

- Scout Troops: Since the meeting Jane has contacted both Scout Masters and there may be some interest. FYI
BSA Troop 27 is the boy’s troop, BSA Troop 727 is an all-girl troop. The troops are meeting in early September to
discuss how to work together as both are seeing declining membership. After that meeting John

Ohlson(BSA727) will get back to Jane with a read on the interest level. Here is some of the information about
Radios and Badge requirements.

Badge requirements:
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/Merit Badge RedgandRes/Radio.pdf

Includes information on how to lead the troop through the badge — Merit Badge Counselor:
https://k2bsa.net/radio-merit-badge-2/

100-page manual with more radio information:
http://radiomeritbadge.info/wp—content/uploads/ZOZ1/03/2017—Radio—Merit—Badge—Pamphlet.pdf

8. Next meetings:

September 24
October 29 (Note this is the 5% Saturday due to the class)

Respectfully Submitted,
JANE

EJ Tollett KI7RVR

Attachment A — ARES ICS-217A-D5
Attachment B — Walkie-Talkies and HAM Radio
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Basic Radio Communications

The difference between Walkie-Talkies and Ham Radio
1. Basic Walkie-Talkies
- License free
- Only 22 channels in the range of 464.5625-462.7250 MHz
- Max transmission power is 0.5-2.0 W, depending on channel
- Often limited to line-of-sight transmission, or at most 2 miles

2. GMRS (General Mobile Radio Service) Walkie-Talkies
- Available on the same frequencies, but requires a license
- License available from the FCC, no test, applies to the immediate family unit
- FCC will issue you a call sign, license good for ten years
- Can transmit up to 50W on 30 different channels in the same range
- Must use an FCC Part 95E Type Accepted Radio
- https://quality2wayradios.com/store/gmrs-fcc-license

2. HAM Radio
- More versatile and powerful radios, and many more frequencies for transmitting
- Requires an FCC license, can test at three different levels (Technician, General, Extra)
- Can be used to connect to the internet, which allows for even more possibilities
- Can be used to connect with other ham radios around the world, which makes them a
valuable tool for disaster relief and emergency communication

FUN FACT: What is the origin of the word “HAM”'?

The word “HAM” as applied to 1908 was the station CALL of the first amateur wireless station
operated by some amateurs of the Harvard Radio Club. They were ALBERT S. HYMAN, BOB ALMY and
POOGIE MURRAY. At first, they called their station “HYMAN- ALMY-MURRAY”.

Getting into HAM Radio
1. Contact your local radio club — FIARC(Fox Island Amateur Radio Club)
- Hal Goodell N7nw.hal@comcast.net, President
- Jim Braden jandcbraden@aol.com, Vice-President
- Jane Tollett e.jane.tollett@gmail.com, Secretary
2. Pierce County ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency Services) https://www.piercecountyares.net
- Jeff Ferguson cruiser55n@gmail.com, ARES member
3. Think about studying and taking a test to get a license.
http://www.arrl.org/licensing-education-training
- There are on-line study options and some in-person classes. Again, ARRL is a good resource. |
have not seen any on-line testing options, but ARRL offers help for people with disabilities.
4. There are many radios out there, the Baofeng UV-5R is under $25 and seems to work well.
REMEMBER: Itis ILLEGAL to transmit on a HAM radio without a license UNLESS it is an
emergency. Find a monitored frequency, state your emergency, and get off the air.
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